
What is wing walking?

:LQJ�ZDONLQJ�LV�ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�PRYHV�RU�VWDQGV�RQ�WKH�ZLQJ�RI�D�SODQH�ZKLOH�LW�LV�À\LQJ�

How did it start?
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6WXQWV�DQG�À\LQJ�FLUFXVHV�±�KRZ�KDV�ZLQJ�ZDONLQJ�FKDQJHG"
,Q�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��WKH�VWXQWV�WKDW�ZLQJ�ZDONHUV�SHUIRUPHG�EHFDPH�PRUH�
GDULQJ��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKH\�GLG�KDQGVWDQGV��PRYHG�IURP�RQH�SODQH�WR�DQRWKHU��SOD\HG�
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Magnificent man on a flying machine.

12 High-flying Adventures

Wing walking

RECORD-BREAKING COMPREHENSION

Oldest wing walker
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Beyond the record

Use the internet to find out more about wing walking as a hobby. Plan the 
content for a wing-walking web page. Include information about the:

wing-walking teachers
pilots
planes
cost
stunts.

a. Write down three stunts that wing walkers used to perform.

b. What does the word ‘daring’ mean?

c. Imagine you are wing walking. Write down five adjectives to 
describe how you feel.

Go for gold!

a. When did Thomas Lackey break this record?

b. Why did Ormer Locklear first wing walk and why did he choose to carry on?

c. Why do you think wing walkers now have to be tied to a plane?

Get set

a. Who is the world’s oldest wing walker?

b. Why do you think many wing walkers died?

c. Do you think Thomas Lackey was brave? Why?

On your marks

2OGHVW�ZLQJ�ZDONHU 3
yr
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OLDEST WING WALKER 

!is information text is about !omas Lackey, who, on 
30 May 2012, broke the Guinness World Record for the 
oldest wing walker. It also explains how and when wing 
walking started and who was involved.

RECORD-BREAKING COMPREHENSION – YEAR 3

Text type: non-chronological report/explanation 

AFs covered: AF2, AF3, AF4, AF5

Specialist  wing, walking, stunt, circus,  
vocabulary:   dangerous, daring, oldest, flying, 

performing

BEYOND THE RECORD

Use the internet to "nd out more about wing walking as a hobby. 
Plan the content for a wing-walking web page. Include information 
about the:  

 
 
 

 

Background research, reading and discussion to help the 
children to prepare

wing-walking experiences to help them plan their web page.

such as www.aerosuperbatics.com and let them research through 
the content for ideas.

Recording their ideas

include on the page, e.g. where you can wing walk, directions, cost, 
who helps you, what you need to take, etc. 

page, e.g. using a presentation package, poster, sketches.
Feedback: Encourage the children to ask for feedback on their plan. 
Does it give clear, concise information? Does it make the reader 
want to wing walk? If not, what needs to be added?

a. The world’s oldest wing walker is Thomas Lackey. Literal AF2
b. Many wing walkers died because they did dangerous stunts on the wings of flying planes. Inference AF3
c. Personal opinion AF3

LANGUAGE ACTIVITY WORKSHEET

verbs and adjectives can be used in connection with 
wing walking or #ying. !ey could be taken from 
the comprehension text, children’s answers to Go 
for gold! c., or the children could list other verbs 
and adjectives.

of other sky sports, such as gliding, hang-gliding 
and parachuting.

extension, such as a word bank, research words, or 
phrases such as ‘ground speed’.

ON YOUR MARKS

GET SET

GO FOR GOLD!

a.  Thomas Lackey broke the record on 30 May 2012. Literal AF2
b.  Ormer Locklear first climbed onto wings of flying planes to fix them. He continued to wing walk because he 

enjoyed the experience. Literal AF2, inference AF3
c.  Wing walkers now have to be tied to a plane as it is safer and makes it less likely that they will fall off.  

Deduction AF3

a.   Wing walkers used to perform the following stunts: handstands, playing tennis, dancing or moving 
from one plane to another (accept any three of these). Literal AF2

b. ‘Daring’ can mean brave, risky, adventurous or reckless. Inference AF3, AF5
c.  Possible answers include scary, exhilarating, exciting, wonderful, terrifying. Personal opinion AF2, AF5  

ANSW
ERS



 

How many words can you think of that are linked to wing walking or flying?

Write at least three words in each flag. 

Add a fourth flag if you want to. Explain why you chose the words.
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FLYING THE FLAG

NAME: DATE:

VERBS

flying

OTHER SKY SPORTS

hang-gliding

ADJECTIVES

scary
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